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This Souvenir is dedicated to the loving memory of
Fr. Michael Kavanagh, S.).
the founder and the first Director of
DAMIEN SOCIAL WELFARE CENTRE

THE MAN WHOSE DREAM CAME TRUE
He Joined the Lord on 1-4-1993

‘Y have gove home. your work moves on apace,
@ pering up far us hpe light and heavenly grace.



Given below is the extract of his last letter written from

the infirmary at Philadelphia, U.S.A.

February &, 1995

Dear Fr. Ujay.

Mo 7 awe §5 geans ofd awd T losk back on the gloniows dagys

in Tndin with great oratitude. Tt was a tremendsws pfrivilege to
be alle to serve the people of Tndia in the Danishes, but & ewas

aw even highen gift, that 7 kad the ofiforntunily Co serve the
foorest of the goor, the lepmosy patiewts in Jamasbiedpor, and later
in Dhanbad. T pray jor all of gou who are carviging ow Chat
work and T offer all my sufferings of these last gears for all of
oi.

Again, comgratulations and frayens dor all of yow, as you
celebrate 25 yeans service to lefrocsy patients from the Miomala

Fospital, Govindpurn.

Wy fragers are with gou,




We remember with deep
gratitude the Late Cardinal
L.T. Picachy, SJ the first
Bishop of Jamshedpur, and
the first Patron of DAMIEN
SOCIAL WELFARE
CENTRE, on whose
invitation the young
Congregation of the
Samaritan Sisters found its
way to the rich apostolic
service of DSWC in
Dhanbad.

We also remember with deep
gratitude the Late Rt. Rev.
Msgr. Paul Chittilapilly who,
took this as a challenge, and
with a willing response to this
invitation, initiated his
Samaritan Sisters into this
dedicated mission.



FATHER DAMIEN DE VEUSTER
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THE LIFE AND SPIRIT OF VENERABLE FR. DAMIEN

Born Joseph de Veuster, in Tremelo, Belgium, on January 3, 1840, he entered the
Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, at Louvain, Belgium. Brother Damien
was ordained at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Peace, Honolulu, on May 21, 1864.

In 1873, Fr. Damien volunteered to go to Molokai, to work among the victims of Hansen's
disease, who wera exiled there. After 11 years of heroic service here, Fr. Damien hemself
contracted this disease, and succumbed to it on April 15, 1889, In May, 1956, his mortal
remains weare returned to St. Joseph's Church, Louvain.

Pope Paul VI declared Fr. Damian, venerable on July 7, 1977 and on May 15, 1984, Pope
John Paul Il witldeclare him, Blessed. His feast date is fixed for May 10 each year.

Fr. Damien's life and death among these affected people has been much admired throughout
the world. Gandhiji commented * The political and journalistic world can boast of very few
heroes, who compare with Fr. Damien of Molokai *. During his life-time, some people wera
inspired to shara his work. Today, his spirit continues to animate countless others, who
quietly serve those, whom the world is still inclined to brush aside. There are a great number
of institutions named after Fr. Damien, engaged in this noble work. One such is the Damien
Social Welfare Centra.

DSWC is engaged in work for the leprosy patients in all its aspects: Survey, Health Education
in Leprosy, Treatment, Rehabilitation and Welfare (inclusive of the leprosy patients
permanently disabled, and the formal education along with vocational training of their

childran).

The spirit of Fr. Damien is not concemed only with the physical ravages of Hansen's disease.
To quote Gandhiji again * Leprosy work is not mearly medical relief; it is transforming
frustration in fife into joy of dedication, and personal ambition into selfless service®. Fr.Damien’s
spirit lives and burns on, bringing a ray of hope and meaning, into the lives of those
marginalised and easily neglected by sucietyEMay the national aim of eliminating leprosy
by 2000 A.D. be a reality in our midst>

Verily, may the 89,218 patients whose hearts are touched and cheered by the unsung
heroes of DSWC, themsealves sing the praises of the Lord for ever, for their beautiful work.
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OFFICER ON SPECIAL DUTY
TO THE VICE - PRESIDENT OF INDIA
MEW DELHI - 110011

January 10, 1994

Dear Fr. Bhat,

Please refer to your letter No. DIR/1270 dated the 16th November,
1993 inviting the Hon'ble Vice President of India to be the Chief
Guest at the Silver Jubilee Celebrations of the Nirmala Leprosy
Hospital, Govindpur, under the aegis of Damien Social Welfare
Centre, Dhanbad, on the 9th April, 1994.

The Vice-President thanks you for your kind invitation but sincerely
regrets his inability to accept as he is already committed to other
engagements on that day which cannot be changed.

The Vice-President extends his best wishes for the success of the
Celebrations.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,
Sd/-

(N. BALACHANDRAN)

Fr. Vijay A. Bhat,
Director,
Damien Social Welfare Centre,

P.0O. Box 47, Dhanbad-826 001
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RAJ BHAVAN, PATNA,
BO00Z2

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the Nirmala Leprosy Hospital
Dhanbad, run under the aegis of Damien Social Welfare
Centre, Dhanbad, will be celebrating its Silver Jubilee on
April 9, 1994.

It is a matter of satisfaction that for the last 25 years, the
hospital has been rendering human services to the lep-
rosy patients. These are the services parallel to none.

I send my good wishes for the success of the function.

(A R. KIDWAI )



MAKE US worthy, Lord, to
serve our fellow men
throughout the world who
live and die in poverty and
hunger.

GIVE THEM, through our
hands., this day their daily
bread; and by our under-

standing love, give peace
and joy.
&
#‘#
Feb. '94

Dear friends,

This brings you my prayers and best wishes. | am
glad to know about all the good you have been
doing for the leprosy patients. May you be always
the instruments of God's own love and compassion
to them as you serve them.

GOD BLESS YOU
M. Teresa mc




7% I F1 99 & fF Feien s, eeg 7 e
1 % At F AW F W o Q@ W o

i ypa-F ¢ R 9 deW T I R e
F @@ 7 9@ i difd o @ HX @M % HEe
AaEviEET & YER U4 VAR 0 WEEE # W

oie] HEIS |

ge g9 T %,

= |



s ol
a R 36295 (=E10)
S gzoma : 3ewegd (om)
q£3nHY

7= - S

crorae; 1 Pt s orcene sreht R St e ST e
#Iiﬁmzhﬂm#ﬁr.mﬂmmﬁﬁﬂtmﬁﬁﬂﬂ
o1 & Fren et 35 wrdta saRwdl w1 Raftseen gf el BT
# ow omw sfrm Bwn e &

iﬁmmmm#aﬂm:ﬂﬂﬂaﬂmm
mnfhm:gﬁ;ﬁmmrﬁamhﬂﬁﬂ-ﬂﬂﬂm“‘*ﬂ

#

| g sftErEr |
93.32.%4




o S o 5 o : (370) 3300

‘T‘i’ EEF AT
s B Y Rt (Fe) 330cHy
A §%, AT, 91

B 4t v,

e} 7% e 5t gt g% R anaat s ¢ 2 i
FFHAY S " AU T e 5 e | Stent 3 He
¥ ary o uget § &Y Sar 1 § Sl s WATHi & gHw o
81 €| s o I & B @ Ren o it fsiewar 28 4o
# wafi denfres ameit aageE & S ® T 61 s g
& T8 & | AT HaY 9ET: §HIA & 98 a9 & 51 937 78T
& off HiopeT =xawar § 76 FO & o onfis B | a5y T
&1 Py & ge 991 &m &, A% &M #)

¥ gea & anust g 3 e Al & R gsmE
e § S s iy s s € 5 anam warm st ad, gae

ST &1 e i |

TH=aTs Ud ATIaA |
=t e wg, Ll
s, 3t ue sw bt Ry v P

CECI



Deurscues Auvssarziaen - Hiirswerx o,V
German Leprosy Reliel Association
Associalion Allemande d'alde aux Lepraux
Dominikanerplatz 4. Wurzburg

Telelon : 0931/507 B4

Telex : 58583 dahw d

Telefax : 0931/51358

MESSAGE

For the Silver Jubilee of Nirmala Hospital | send you personally, and in the name of the German
Leprosy Relief Association cur most cordial greetings and wishgs.

Vilh gratitude and deep respect, we look at the successlul work done with such great commitment
by the medical and non-medical stall of this hospital for the wall-being of the palients

The German Leprosy Relis! Association and a greal number ol donors in Germany could also
contribule considarably o the success of ihis hospital during the past 25 years.

Meanwhile leprosy has become a curable disease. The consistent and regular treatment of the
patients has proved lo be succassiul, as the number of 25,592 cured palienls , who were released
fram Irealmant by this centre shows. | think 1his is most probably the greatest gilt compansaling
vou lor all your work and endeavours. For the donors alse, il is gralilying 1o see (hal their financial
help has resulted in such a success

The German Leprosy Reliel Associalion appreciates very much the fact thal tha Damien Social
Wellara Cenire considers leprosy as a whole and helps the patients 1o be rehabilitated physically
and socially, According lo this spirit, we wanl 1o keep up our COMMON Work for the wellare of he
patients.

God bless you all.

We are grateful for this fruitful cooperation beyond frontiers and couniries.

With gratitude | remember my visils 10 Dhanbad and my encounters with the presenl Direclor,
Fr. Vijay Bhat, with Fr. Kavanagh and especially Fr. Hunt, and the doclors and nurses, who used
to work in Dhanbad and those whao are working there now. My thanks also to Mr. William Gershon,
the fermer head of our Regional Secretariat for India, who is now waorking in our headquarters, and
1o Dr. Chaudhury, the Medical Adviser, both of whom showed great commilment 1o Dhanbad at
all times.

Al the best for your Silver Jubilee function, and for the luture.

Wurzburg, 14th February 1904

DEUTSCHES AUSSATZIGEN-HILFSWERK eV

S

Flatmann Koher



| am happy to learn that Nirmala Leprosy
Hospital, Govindpur run under the aegis of
Damien Social Welfare Centre, will be
completing 25 years of service in April S,
18994. |

| had an occasion to visit a school with
vocational training at Gomoh last July and was
impressed by the work. Leprosy is a curable
disease. | wish your Drganisation all success
for the Silver Jubilee celebrations and | am
sure that the organisation shall continue to
work with the same dedication for the
eradication of leprosy.

Sd/-
[Shankar Prasad)]



mqﬁ-ﬂﬁm & 232440 (O) ; 238383 (A)
FER A&R, T2
STATE TRANSPORT COMMISSIONER
Govemment of Bihar
PATNA.

Gate - 39 13 7008

Shri R. S. Sharma, |. A. S.

Hoar For Bt
.ﬁ'Mm/mﬁﬁmwéﬁzfﬂfMEwMHm—
inp it Foan Fisllihon
@mmdﬁm Mﬂéﬁm%mﬂdﬁﬁﬁdm Fosit®
Dantad
Yocwns Sincerely
Sdf-
(R. 5. Sharma)

Ta,

Fr. Vijay Bhat,
Damien Social Welfare Centre,

Dhanbad.



Vyas Ji, LA.S. 1 Labour Commissioner, Bihar
Labour, Employment & Training Daptt.

Labour Commiscioner Vikas Bhawan, Patna 800 001
Bihar, Patna Tel : (O) 223855
(R) 281707
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D.O. Letter No. 61/Patna, dated, the 22nd Feb. 1994.

Dear Father Bhat,

| am writing this letter to felicitate Nirmala Hospital on the occasion of its Silver
Jubilee.

| have fresh memories of my visits to your hospital during my tenure at Dhanbad.
You are indeed doing a very noble work, for the poor and needly people of
Dhanbad.

| wish all success and happiness for the Jubilee celebrations on 9th April, 1994.

With regards,
Sincerly yours,
Sd/-
(VYASII)

To,

Fr. Vijay A. Bhat,

Director,

Damien Social Welfare Centre,
Dhanbad.

= ol - SR . _JEEaEE . EERL . . Ehoh ol b . .



J. B. TUBID, A5, Pathya Pustak Bhawan
Managing Director Budh Marg
Bihar State Textbook Publishing Patna - 800001
Corporation Lid., Patna
{ A Government of Bihar Undertaking )

Dated : 09.03.1584
MESSAGE

Dear Fr. Bhat,

I am very happy to note that Nirmala Leprosy Hospital is celebrating its Silver
Jubilee on April 9, 1994.

I vividly remember my visits to Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, when [ was posted
in Dhanbad.

The hospital is indeed doing yeoman service for the poor and down-trodden of
Dhanbad district. '

[ congratulate you, your staff and the Samaritan Sisters for the dedicated
service you are doing for the past 25 years,

With best wishes,
Yours sincerely,
Sd/-

(L. B.Tubid)L. A.S
Fr. Vilay A, Bhat
Director,
Damien Social Welfare Centre,
Dhanbad.

Gram - Texibook @ Phone - Offi, - 221975 @ Res. ; 353161



Patna,

The NATIOMAL LEPROSY ERADICATION PROGRAMME is progressing
fast towards its goal, as it has brought down the prevalance rate
of our country from 5.83 to 2.5 per thousand. Multi Drug Therapy
(MDT) remains the sheet anchor of this 20-point National Programme.
Government and Voluntary Organisations are working together and
have to pool their resources.

DAMIENM SOCIAL WELFARE CENTRE, Dhanbad, is in the real nature of
a Voluntary Organisation, and is working very efficiently under this
programme. The indoor services of 165 beds are well maintained
and well managed. The hospital named NRMALA LEPROSY HOSPITAL,
Govindpur, is rendering different types of services to leprosy patients,
including reconstructive surgery. | am in a position to say that it is
one of the best Leprosy Hospitals in our State, Thanks to its Director,
Fr. Viiay A. Bhat, whose devoted and sustained activities and enthusiasm
have brought this institution up to this level. Thanks also to the
Samaritan Sisters who are serving humanity in this hospital.

| wish all success to this hospital and may its SILVER JUBILEE
CELEBRATIONS on April 9, 1994 be a great success.

sdf -
Dr. Ajit Singh,
State Leprosy Officer,

14th February 1984, Bihar, Patna.



Sudhir Kumar

I A S
DISTRICT MAGISTRATE
&
DEFUTY COMMISSIONER
DHANBAD

0. O Mo. 421 OC

Date : 12.02.1994
Dear Fr. Vijay,

I am fiagpy to learn that you will celebrate the Silver Jubilee of Nirmala
Leprosy Hospital, Govindpur, on April 9, 1994.

On my visit mymtrﬁa.sp&nf;ﬁahﬁm'dhy,fwyﬂat@ impressed
by the multiple services rendered to the patients and their children.

It is gratifying to note that over the last 25 years 89,218 admissions
were done, 1,43,437 smears were taken in this hospital.

I wish all success to the Jubilee Celebrations of the hospital and offer
congratulations to you, the Sisters, your officers and the staff.

With regards,
Dours sincerely,

(Sudhir Kumar)

Fr. Vijay A. Bhat,
Director,

Damien Social Welfare Cantre,
DHANBAD




Rajbala Verma, 1as. Phone : 20751, 20008 (Resi)

District Magistrate & Collector 21818, 20005 (Off. )
Gaya ; GAYA
Date : 09.02.94
To,
FR. VIJAY A, BHAT
DIRECTOR
DAMIEN SQCIAL WELFARE CENTRE

GANDHI BHAVAN, P. B. NO. 47
DHANBAD 826001, BIHAR

Dear Fr. Vijay,

| am happy to learn from your letter no. DIR / 1281 dated
November 11, 1993, that NIRMALA LEPROSY HOSPITAL com-
pletes 25 years of its service in the field of Leprosy on April
9, 1994,

| still have fresh memories of my visit to you and to your place
at Govindpur, with my husband, Jyoti and my son, Tanuj, when
| was in Dhanbad. | have a great appreciation for your work,
particularly, the multiple services offered for the poorest of the
poor, the leprosy patients of Dhanbad, and for the patients from
the different parts of the State, who come to your place for
treatment.

| wish all success for the jubilee celebrations and for your
work of leprosy eradication.

Yours sincerely,

Sd/-
(Rajbala Verma)

District Magistrate,
Gaya.



K. P. RAMAIYAH
I.A.S.
Collector & District Magistrate
MADHEFPURA
Phone ; 2001 / 2002 (O)
2121 (R)

S

A

To Fr. Vijay A. Bhat

Director,

Damien Social Welfare Centre
Dhanbad.

Dear Fr. Vijay,

| am happy to leamn that Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, Govindpur, will celebrate its
Silver Jubilee on April 9, 1994.

| was acquainted with this hospital through my contacts with you, during my
tenure as the Sub-Divisional Magistrate (Sadar) and later as the Deputy
Development Commissioner at Dhanbad.

| appreciate the work being done and congratulate you and your team on this
occasion of the Jubilee year of the hospital.

With best wishes,
Sincerly yours,
Sd/-

( K. P. Ramaiyah )



Dr. A. K. MUKHER]JEE TeTERn e FETREeT

MS. . Phill { Oxford); FAMS Fevmior sra

DIRECTOR GEMERAL OF HEALTH SERVICES = farestt - 990 099

TELE NO. : 301 84 38 (0) DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF HEALTH SERVICES
301 90 63 NIRMAN BHAVAN
65 58 30 (R) MEW DELHI - 110011

Dated : 08.02.1984
MESSAGE

I am glad to Know that Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, Govindpur, Dhanbad, run under
the banner of Damien Social Welfare Centre, Dfianbad, will be celebrating its Silver
Jubilee on the 9th April, 1994.

This Institute fias been running a commendable service for the indoor and out door
leprosy patients through its well-equipped 165 bed hospital. The Damien Welfare
Centre, Dhanbad fias also been running excellent field control programime in the district,
to the needy and affected persons. It also provides training to the health workers in

varipus aspects of leprosy.
I send y best wisfies to the staff and patients of Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, Govindpur,
Dfanbad on this occasion.

Sd/-

(A. K. MUKHERJEE)



| INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY UNION I

Prof. M. F. Lechat Dr. 8. D. Gokhale INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY UNION TEL : 446150 (PUNE)
President, ILU Chaiman, ILU Bharat Scout Grounds Building 440730 (PUNE)

* Gurutrayl * 432068 (PUNE)
1770 - 1784, SADASHIV PETH, 2610308 (BOMBAY)
PUNME - 411 030 (INDIA} FAY : 0091-0212-432069
0091-0212-450583
IW/GEN. CrRE337/a3 DATE : 0B.01.1994

To,

Fr. Vijay A. Bhat

Director |/ Secretary

Damian Social Welfare Centre

P. 0. Box 47. DHANBAD : 826 001
BIHAR

Dear Fr. Bhat,

MESSAGE
e |

I am very much impressed by the excellent work being done by the Nirmala Leprosy Hospital
for the last 25 years in the field of leprosy eradication.

I wish all success to Nirmala Leprosy Hospital in its work for the elimination of Leprosy.

Thanking you,

Yours sincerely,

Sd/-

( DR. 5. D. GOKHALE )

Chairman
Vice Prasidants . Dr. A T.Aryaratne{Sri Lanka), Mrs. M. Gruner (Germamy), Mr.Jean Loiselle (Canada)

Dr. 5. Tahar (Brazil), Or. Ephraim Magagula (Swaziland)

Sacratanes . Wr. Dato Lawrence (Malaysia), Mr. 5, P. Tare (India)
Han, Secratary & ¢ Mr. A. H. Belavadi (India)
Executive Director
Executive
Committes - Dr. Turkan Saylan (Turkey), Dr. Joon Lew (Korea),

Or. Abdulla Suleiman Al Awad (Sudan), Dr. J. M. Mehta (india)



WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE

Telephone Central/Exchange @ 791.21.11
Direct : 791 26 83 Fr Vijay A. Bhat
Director/Secretary
Damien Social Welfare Centre
P.O. Box 47
Chanbad 826 001
Bihar

In reply please refer to : LEP
Priere de rappeler la reference :

23 November 1993
Dear Fr Bhat,

Thank you for your letter of 8 November and for inform-
ing us of the good work being done by the Damien Social
Welfare Centre.

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the hospital, |
wish your Centre all success in its Ie;fjrc:sy work,

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Sd/-

Dr S.K. Noordeen

Chief Medical Officer, Leprosy
Unit, Division of Control of
Tropical Diseases

B e e e e = e e e b ie eSS

CH-1211 GEMEVA 27-SWITZERLAND Teleger. : UMISANTE-GEMEVA Telax : 415416 OMS
Fax : 791.07.46 CH-1211 GENEVE 27-SUISSE Teleger. : UNISANTE-GENEVE



CHAIRMAN : Dr. M. S. GORE
DIRECTCR : S, P. TARE Gandhi Memorial leprosy Foundation

P. O.HINDINAGAR. WARDHA 442103 Maharashtra, India
Phone : Office - 2627, Director (Resi) - 2127
Gram : LEPROCURE, FAX NO. 0091 - 7152 - 2111

 MESSAGE

I am glad to Know of the Sifver Jubilee of Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, Govindpur,
which will be observed on Sth April.

Twenty five years is time enough to make an impact on the size and the complexity
of the local leprosy problem. It is evident that the dedicated services rendered by
your motivated staff have indeed made an impact. That, in itself, is gratifiing.

Leprosy work_ is at the cross- roads; it seems that we are nearer our goal but it
is also evident that the attainment of the goal is going to elude us for quite some
time. In this situation, there is a need for renewing our faith and determination
to get rid of this problem by continued alert, research and hard work. The Damien
Social Welfare Centre, I hope, has the necessary expertise and infrastructure to carry
on the fight to the end.

| My best wishes to Father Vijay Bhat and his good team.
5. P. TARE

WARDHA
NOV. 24, 1983



mﬁman‘ﬂqm ' se wiflin e

onmer-FE-mEey Brdves BHARAT COKING COAL LIMITED
G C MRIG (e gform fafee =51 paw ofen)
Chairman-cum-Managing Director (A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)

WEET WA=, STOEN T
KOYLA BHAWAN, KOYLA NAGAR
UTETE - £3500Y4
CHAMNBAD - 826005

26 NOV 1993

MESSAGE

| am vary happy to note that "Nirmala Leprosy Hospital®, Govindpur, which runs
under the banner of Damien Social Welfare Centre, Dhanbad will be celebrating
its Silver Jubilee function on Sth April 1994,

This is indeed a remarkable achievement on the part of Damian Social Wellare
Centre. Apart from rendering social services among the down-trodden pecple
of the sociely, Nirmala Leprosy Hospital is specially engaged in serving a large
number of leprosy patients living in and arocund Dhanbad District,

| send my best wishes to the organisers and wish the function all success.

G.C. MRIG
CHAIRMANMG DIRECTOR
Gram : KOKINGKOL Regd. Offica : Kovia Bhawan Phone Telax 08209-235
EFABX-B32314 PEX - B335 Oifice : B32140 Fex : D324 - B22126

B32315, BIA030 B32068, B3z202 Res : B32079
4085, 3030, o3z 035 REHE




CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF JAMSHEDFPUR
(Diistricts of East & West Singhbhum, Dhanbad & Purulia )

Bishop's House, Golmuri
JAMSHEDPUR - 831003

Fh : (0657) - 24465

GRAM : BISHOPHOUS, GOLMURI
JAMSHEDFUR

Date : 10.03.94

The President / Direclor,
DSWC,
Dhanbad - 826 001

Dear Dr. P.K. Dutta / Fr. Vijay,

| am very happy to know that Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, Gevindpur, is concluding
its Silver Jubilee Celebrations on April 8, 1994 and plans to bring out a
souvenir on this occasion.

From the days of Fr. Mike Kavanagh and the first batch of Samaritan Sisters,
to the present day, a lot of good has been done to the socially neglected and
destitute leprosy patients by the Nirmala Leprosy Hospital, Govindpur. Over
the last 25 years 89,218 were admitted to the hospital; 18,567 received
physiotherapy; 1,96,002 lab tests were done and 7,299 medically rehabilitated.

To improve its services and to offer still better facilities to the leprosy patients
the modernization of the hospital has been planned and | am sure with the
latest drugs and equipment for the management of leprosy we will be able to
eliminate this disease by the turn of the century.

May the years ahead be even more challenging and fruitful and may Almight
God bless all who are involved in such a nable work to humanity.

With every good wish and blessing,
Devotedly,

Rt. Rev. Dr. Joe. Rodericks, S.J.



THE RISING SUN HAS COME TO VISIT US TO GUIDE OUR FEET IN THE WAY OF PEACE

= (LK178,79)
C H F ARUNDAY VICE PROVINCIAL HOUSE
TILKAMANII
PO. & DIST. BHAGALPUR - 812 001
. PH:21829
BIHAR - INDIA
DRl fi it niiins

To,
The Director

Damien Social Welfare Centra
Gandhi Bhawan, Polytechnic Road
Post Box No. 47, Dhanbad 826 001, Bihar

Dear Fr. V.A.Bhat,

It is an occasion of great joy and rejoicing that the Nimmala Leprosy Hospital is celebrating its
SILVER JUBILEE.

I personally rejoice on this occasion as | was one of the pioneers 1o stan this hospital, where
| served about 4-1/2 years. | am extremely happy to notice the growth of this hospital in
serving the downtrodden people of the society; the leprosy patients,

| wish and pray that the dear Lord may shower His choicest blessings on this hospital and on
all those who are instrumental for the growth of this hospital. May it grow from vigour to
vigour and like the seed in the gospel grow more and more, so that many more can receive
solace from your service,

With prayerful regards and best wishes,
Yours sincerly in O.L,

Sr. Mary Luka CHF
Pravincial Superior
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Message
B o S

| am very happy to leam that the Nirmala Leprosy Hospital is celebrating the 25th year of
its noble and fruitful service to the suffering downtrodden section of society — the leprosy

patiants.

The Congregation of the Samaritan Sisters has for its special object service to the poor,
specially the leprosy patients. Hance my heart leaps with joy when | reach out to Nirmala
Hospital with my thoughts and prayers. | have also offered my little mite to Nirmala
Hospital in its beginning stages, | am also proud of the fact that the Samaritan Sisters
are still continuing their service at Nirmala. | congratulate the director, Fr. Vijay Bhat, and
the staff of the hospital for extending their loving service to a huge number of patients,
and thus sharing in the healing ministry of Jesus. May He, the Divine Physician, reward
you with His etemal blessings and help you to continue the selfless and sacred work that

you are doing.

Sd/-

Sr. Joan of the Crucified 5.5.
Regional Superior.



~ JAMSHEDPUR JESUIT PROVINCE
Telephone 310784 Provincial's Office
LOYOLA HALL
Post Box 153
Jamshedpur - 837 001

Message to Nirmala Leprosy Hospital
on tr‘ie Dc.-:ﬂswn r:5f-r its Silver _Er'uﬁ:&e

We are told that whan Bernadette, to whom Our Lady appeared in Lourdes, lay dying, she
exclaimed, "See, how simple it is! All you need is to love." It is the day-to-day living out of this
simple belief that makes NIRMALA LEPROSY HOSPITAL great.

The greatness of a Hospital is not measured merely by the amount of service it provides, but
more by the spirit with which it reaches out to its patients and offers them comfort and health.

Mot that the extent of the services provided by NIRMALA LEPROSY HOSPITAL is a mean one:
over the 25 years it has been in service, it has reached out to more than eighty lakhs of patients,
provided physiotherapy to some eighteen thousand of them, and conducted some one hundred
and fifty thousand smear tests: all these applaud the dedicated members of the hospital for this
enviable record of their services.

The spirit of service that the Hospital has generated, a spirit of universal love that reaches to all
in need and with no discrimination offers relief and health-care, will confinue 1o remain a shining
example to all involved in healthcare, in the state of Bihar as well as in the whole country.

| thank you for this opportunity to join your many friends in offering you my congratulations, and
wishing you many more years of pioneering and love-filled service to the people.

God bless you !

Sdj-
FR. JOE KALATHIL, S.0.



HAZARIBAGH PROVINCE. LOYOLA CENTRE

SOCIETY OF JESUS P.0.BOX 6, HAZARIBAGH
BIHAR 825 301 INDIA
Phone : (DB546) 2641

. -
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Dear Father Bhat, 16.01.94
Greelings.

May | offer my congratulations to all the members of DSWC on the
occasion of its Silver Jubilee. It is heartening to see that DSWC has kept
up its service to the most wounded brothers and sisters of our society
in the spirit of Jesus who touched them, healed them and made them
experience their true dignity of being the children of God. May the
celebrations inspire many maore to come forward for the service of the
poor and the marginalized of our country and stand up for their human
rights.
With every good wish and prayer,

Yours sincerely,

Sd/-

Edward Mudavassery, 5J
Provincial,
Hazaribagh Province



Dumka - Raiganj Province of The Society of Jesus

Provincial's Office Jisu Jaher - Dumka - Bihar 814101

25th Jan.1994
r T —
I

[
_; 25th Jan.1994

Dear Fr. Bhat,

It is an immense joy to know that Nirmala Leprosy Hospital has completed 25
years of service to the leprosy patients in and around Dhanbad District. This
is the time to thank the Lord for His continual support and blessings to this
Centre.

Our Dumka-Raiganj Province has been in touch with the Nirmala Leprosy
Hospital for the past ten years. Our Movices have been going there for their
hospital experiment, to give a helping hand in the care for the thousands of
leprosy patients in this Centre. The work is very well organised and these
Movices of ours even get a training course before dealing with these palients.

The work this Centre is doing, and the extension of their work, reaching out
to lakhs of leprosy patients, is an outstanding living witness of love and service,
May the Lord continue to bless the co-workers, the Fathers, and the Sisters
who are rendering their selflass service to the patients in this hospital.

Fr. Anjelus Kujur, S, J.
Jesuit Provincial
Dumka-Raigan| Province



Saint Benedict the Moor Catholic Church

1625 East Twelfth Street
Winston Salem, North Carolina 27101-1721

Nirmala Leprosy Hospital
G. T. Road, Govindpur

| send congratulations and prayerful best wishes to the Samaritan Sisters and Staff of Nirmala
Leprosy Hospital on the joyful occasion of its Silver Jubilee.

| arrived in Dhanbad District in February, 1969 to be the superior of DeMohbili School in Digwadih.
My first visit to Nirmala was shorly after. It was for the dedication of the front clinic section. After the
ceremony | followed Fr. Mike Kavanagh, two Sisters and a few DSWC members (o the back of the clinic
building where quietly, and | think secretly, the cornerstone was blessed for the building which would
house thawo wards. Litlle did | realize at that moment that | would one day be living at Nimala as
a member of the staff of DSWC. Before the year was out | was much involved in DSWC and was
appointed Direclor.

On this cceasion, my mind is flooded with so many happy thoughts and memaries of Nirmala. To
have been associated with Nirmala — the Sisters, the stafi, the patients, the work which was so beau-
tifully and nobly carried on at the hospital, the clinic work which reached out to every parl of Dhanbad
District to touch the lives of thousands of people — to have been associated with Nirmala Leprosy
Hospital, was the highest honor and proudest privilege of my life.

Today | give thanks to God for Mirmala Leprosy Hospital and those who made it possible - Fr.
Kavanagh, the Samaritan Sisters, German Leprosy Relief Association and Haly Childhood Association
of Germany, the founding members of DSWC, the first employees, the people of the neighboring villages
who helped 1o construct the buildings and shape the grounds. | give thanks to God for all those who

served Nirmala through the years, and those who continue its work today - the Sisters, Doctors, technical
staff, ward attendants, drivers, maintenance staff and grounds siall. God bless each one.

Finally, | give thanks to God for the patients who came to us, who put their trust in us, and co-
operated so that very many were healed, and cured, through the loving services of Mirmala Leprosy
Heospital.

| pray that God continues 1o bless all those involved at Mirmala and that the work will continue to
be performed successiully with the traditional spirit of love and dedication. Let us all rejoice and be
glad this day.

L. J. Hunt, S.J.



POST OFFICE BOX 1841

OLD CHELSEA STATION A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10011 .

(305) T26-9768 / (212) 242-7340 REFERENCE NO.:

FAX NO.: (305) 726-9768

Reverend Vijay A. Bhat February 10, 1994
Director

Damien Social Weltare Centra

P.O.Box 47

Dhanbad, 828 001

Bihar, India

Dear Father Bhat,

We send greetings and congratulations to you, and all who are connected with the Damien Social
Welfare Centre, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the founding of your hospital. We shall
be with you in spirit, | only wish it could be in reality.

During these 25 grace-filled years, only the good Lord knows how many of His poor leprosy
patients have been helped and their sufferings alleviated by the ministrations that they have
raceived from you and the members of your staff. We shall beg, especially on April 8th, that the
Lord will bless all of you for this great charity. We know your good deads will never be forgotten
and will be rewarded in His own proper time. May that reward come to all of you in great measure,

We, on our part derive no little consolation from the thought that we toeo have had a small share
in your program for the Lord's sick. We thank God we have had this share.

In the name of all the Diractors of the J. Homer Butler Foundation we offer you our best wishas
and prayers for many more full years of service to the Lord’s sick, as we congratulate you on
the wonderful ones you have had in the past.

Sincerely in our Lord,

Rev, Joseph J. Walter, 5. J.

“Amen I say to you, as long as you did it for one of these , the least of my brethren, you did &t for me *( M. 25/40 )



ASSOCIATION FRANCAISE NIRMALA

ensemble contre la lepre

Pascal Kerckhove
16 bis rue Delezenne
59000 Lille-France

Date : 10.02.94

Oear Vijay,

| thank you for inviting me to the celebration of the jubilee of the hospital. | regret that
| shall not be able to attend them. | wish | could be with you on that very special day.
But be sure that my thoughts and my prayers will be with you.

| wish you, the sisters and all the staff at the hospital, every success for the next 25
years. Knowing you and the DSWC was the best thing which happened to me. You
are doing a wonderful job, considering every aspect of leprosy, not only curing but
also informing, educating and rehabilitating. Once again congratulations to you all
and best wishes for the future.

Yours,

Pascal



Dr. P K Dutta PHONE : 2059

PAST PRESIDENT SANREL ERAD
INDIAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AN 326 001
ROTARY CLUB DHANBAD

PRESIDENT

DAMIEN SOCIAL WELFARE CENTRE ; DATE : 07-03-1994

HINDU MISSION ORPHANAGE
FRAMIIBAN ACADEMY, DHANBAD
LINDSEAY CLUB, DHANBAD

MEMBER : MEDICAL COUNCIL OF INDLA
BIHAR COUNCIL MEDNCAL REGISTRATION

RECIFIENT : B. C. ROY MEMORIAL AWARD

Rev. Fr. Vijay A Bhat
Dhrector

Damien Social Welfare Centre
Gandhi Bhawan

Polytechnic Road

Dhanbad

Dear Fr. Bhat,

I'am glad to know that Nirmala Leprosy Hospital at Govindpur, will be celebrating its Silver
Jubilee on the 9th April, 1994,

The dedicated and determined efforts of Fr. Michael Kavanagh, S.J., led to the establishment
of the Nirmala Hospital at Govindpur in 1964 in a small way, The name of the institution
coined, indicates the feminine form, the Lady of the Immaculate Conception.

Twentyfive years have rolled by. The small organisation initially started by a few Catholic
missionaries is now developed into a multidimensional institution, a prized possesion in the
district of Dhanbad. The institution is rendering relentless service to the people irrespective of
caste, creed and religion, and looking after the promotive, curative and rehabilitative aspect
in eradicating this disease from the area.

I have been closely associated with the organisation since Fr. Larry Hunt S.J. was the Direc-
tor. I am sure this institution will achieve its objectives under your dynamic and indefatigable
leadership and it will reach to further heights.

Yours sincerly,
Sd/-

(Dr. P. K. Dutta )



FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

| am privileged to be at this desk when Nirmala Leprosy
Hospital completes 25 years of its service to the neediest
of the needy - the leprosy inpatients.

| have been residing in its sprawling, serene campus
for about 10 years now. | have fond memories of my
association with it and working for it, with the doctors,
sisters and staff, as a team. Our efforts to offer qualitative
services, to make the hospital grow and expand, to
develop its wasteland and to make its environment friendly, have yielded rich

dividends.

In this Jubilee Year, | salute Nirmala — The Mother of Jesus, the patroness of
the Hospital — for she has truly been a mother to the numerous hapless victims
of leprosy, who come, not only with this disease, its complications, such as ulcers,
simple and chronic, deformities, and neuritis in different grades, reactions and
relapse, but also general ailments and psychologically negative feelings.

| thank God whole-heartedly for His bountiful blessings on Nirmala : for its
pioneers : the late Fr. Michael Kavanagh; the Samaritan Sisters, Dr. (Sr.) Luka,
the founding members of DSWC and the workers of Nirmala, who in varied trying
situations and circumstances, nurtured and facilitated its healthy growth, for those
who served Nirmala with devotion, year after year, and do it even today, the
unknown and unsung heroes, shorn of glamour and glory, namely THE
SAMARITAN SISTERS, DOCTORS, DRESSERS, ANMS, WARD-
ASSISTANTS, SMEAR-TECHNICIANS, PHYSIO-TECHNICIANS,
MECHANICAL STAFF, ELECTRICAL STAFF, DRIVERS AND ALL THOSE
WHO OFFERED SUPPORTIVE SERVICES TO THE HOSPITAL.

| thank God for the patients admitted into the hospital — patient, cheerful and
loving, despite pain, sufferings and the psychological trauma, and the patients
who came to attend the triweekly clinics in the OPD, from all over the state. They
have trusted us and co-operated with us in our medical services to them.

In this Jubilee Year, | acknowledge with gratitude, the visits and subsequent
lavish appreciation poured on Nirmala by the great and the small, the powerful
and the powerless, in Dhanbad for being qualitative, beautiful, serene and eco-
friendly — another SHANTI NIKETAN. It has made all of us here in the campus
feel happy, and has boosted up our spirit.



| acknowledge gratefully the help and support in every way, given to us for, and
in the name of Nirmala, by the people of Dhanbad, the BCCL, the Eastern Railway,
Dhanbad., the Eastern Railway Women's Organisation, Dhanbad, the District
Administration, the Carmel Schools, De Nobili Schools, St. Anthony's School,
Loyola School, Taldanga, VHAI, New Delhi, BVHA and BAVA, Patna and finally
by the Govt. of India, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (Leprosy Division),
The Govt. of Bihar, through its State Leprosy Officer and the Funding Agencies,
big and small, particularly, the GLRA, faithfully over the years, year after year.

With the advent of Multi-Drug Therapy (MDT) and the modern methods of leprosy
eradication, there has already been a big count-down in leprosy from about 4.4.
rillion cases to 3 million cases in our country today, not to speak of the discovery
and the development over the last five years of the short-term therapy of the new
anti-leprosy drugs; Ofloxacine; Pefloxacin; Sparfloxacin; Minocycline and
Charithromycine and the current research efforts in vaccine and the new therapy
with the complex combination (rifampicin + Co-trimoxazole + isoniazid) for the
treatment of leprosy. Nevertheless, leprosy still, is a major health problem.

Hence, 25 years of service in the field of leprosy should not make us complacent;
rather we continue to work with renewed zeal, devotion and commitment.

Lastly, my prayer in this Jubilee Year is :

e that the vertical leprosy work gradually becomes horizontal - part and parcel
of general health work, by creating, as a first step, greater awareness in leprosy,
through intensive health education to the public, and by training in leprosy of
opinion moulders in the society, such as, general physicians, Govt. Medical
personnel, Govt. trainee-nurses efc....

e that we do not wish Nirmala’'s Silver to turn into Gold, but Nirmala offers in
another decade, more general health-care to the people in the villages around
the hospital, reserving only one ward for leprosy or offers more of its services to
the patients suffering from tuberculosis, the incidence of which is much higher
than leprosy in the district of Dhanbad. | mean, Nirmala Leprosy Hospital will
give way to Nirmala hospital for Community Health.

May God continue to shower His blessings on Nirmala, its patients, and on all
those who are involved in carrying out its multiple services, in the golden years
to come.

FR. VIJAY A. BHAT
Director



HEALTH POLICY OF THE CHURCH IN INDIA
GUIDELINES

Preamble

The Catholic Church has been rendering immense service to the people of our country in the
field of health. Large numbers of dedicated people, whether religious, priests or lay persons are
invelved in this humane endeavour. Many health care facilities have bean established throughout the
country. That it is a felt need is shown by the enormous growth and developement of the number and
activities of these institutions. We have about 3000 such health care facilities, mostly small, mostly
rural. They have played and are playing a significant role in the care of the sick, prevention of iliness
and , to some extent, rehabilitation.

The situation of health of the people is unacceptable and calls for quantitative and qualitative
changes. The objective of the Healing Ministry of the Church has to be to respond to all those who
areinneed of healing, bringing about health, healing and wholeness. We have to transform our health
care services so that they are more and more sensitive to the needs and committed to serve the poor,
We have to go beyond the confines of an institutions, if we are to help the total person and the
community in attaining and maintaing health.

The guidelines proposed here are given in the hope that they will help all the people of the church
inveived in the Healing Ministry to reflect on the policies of ;

® what is being done by them (the present),

o what should be done ( the future),

¢ whether there is need for new directions, and
e how one should go about it (the process).

Itis also hoped that these guidelines will be useful for all others engaged in improving the health
of the people of the country.

Why should we serve?

The Christianinvolvementin the Healing Ministry comes fron the example of Christ. “He (Christ)
went about healing every disease and every infirmity" - Mathew 4:23. When asked by the disciples
of John, Jesus answered 'Go and tell John what you hear and see:the blind receive their sight and the
larme walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear and the dead are raised up and the poor have the
good news preached to them" - Mathew 11:4,5. We have a mandate from Christ, the Great Physician
to participate in the Healing Ministry: "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers and cast out
demons’ - Mathew 10:3. This mandate is to proclaim the *Good News" that God loves every human



being unconditionally, from the moment of conception. Every Human life created in the image and
likeness of God is to be considered as of inestimable value and dignity, even when itis disrupted by
illness, injury of disability.

Christains consider the human being as a marvellous work of Divine Creation, to be the very
image of God. The human person is a body living with spiritual life open to share in the eternal life of
(God. The Christian health workers co-operate with God, helping the people to live a fuller life.

Whom should we serve?

Jesus healed all who sought his help. He often went out of the way to reach those who needed
His help. Jesus has told us how to make our options. “In so far as you did this to one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did it to me" Mathew: 25:40.

India’s health poelicy

Qur efforts must supplement the efforts made by other agencies and particularly the
Government. Itis the duty of the Government to provide health care as per the Directive Principles
ofthe Constitution. The Government health care efforts are by far the largest. Itis therefore necessary
to be aware of India's Health Palicy. If our policies of health care are to bear greater fruit, we must fall
in line with the Government's policy, wherever that is good and possible and try to change that policy

if unacceptable.

India's health policy (1982) says: “The constitution of India......... aims at the elimination of
poverty, ignorance and ill health and directs the state to regard the raising of the level of nutrition and
the standard of living of its people and the improvement of public health as among its primary duties,
securing the health and strength of the workers, men and women, specially ensuring that children are
given opportunites and facilities to development in healthy manner”.

Vast numbers of our people are denied health and access to health care services. There is
urgent need for more distributive justice in health care. The thrust of our efforts has to be more and
morein Community Health, creating awareness by the people and enabling them to attain and maintain

health.

We are in a unique position to be pace setters, We should try innovative measures. If they
succeed, Government and other agencies can adopt or adapt them.

Courtesy :

Health Policy of the

Church of India

CBCI

Commission for Heaith Care Apostolate.
January 1992




SILVER BELLS RING OUT ! !

Nneata, ﬂwﬁlmwﬁ

&r. Cellne, 5.35.

Administrator
The word ‘"NIRMAL' is a Hindi word meaning "pure”,
"clean”. Here the feminine form "Nirmala' applies to
QOur Lady of the Immaculate Conception. This
immaculate Mother is the Patron Saint of the Leprosy
Hospital. Today we salute our Mother on the occasion
of the Silver Jubilee of Nirmala Hospital.

BIRTH HISTORY OF NIRMALA
LEPROSY HOSPITAL

Leprosy patients of Dhanbad district, shunned by Friends & xﬂt:-wmmn the start
their family, driven away from markets and wells,

were seen cowering under the cool of the trees

outside the towns and villages, beyond human habitation.

1964 saw FR. MICHAEL KAVANAGH, 5. J., responding to these crying needs. He was the Parish
Priest at St. Anthony's Church, and he initiated a small welfare programme for these patients. It
began with the distribution of food grains donated by the Catholic Relief Services (CRS). But there
were mighty issues at stake i.e. the acute leprosy problem prevalent in the society itsell.

1965 Medical care was needed. Dr. A. K. Mukherjee volunteered his services and DSWC's mobile
clinics began to function.

1966 saw Rev. E. Sadiq of the Anglican Church handing over the old cemetery at Baramasia,
Dhanbad, for clinic work. Within & months, patients from 130 adjacent villages were regularly coming
in. 118 crippled patients were given accommodation in Baramasia Mercy Post ( B. M. P. )

1967 BISHOPL. T. Plnachy: S. J. Bishop of Jamshedpur, sent
out invitations to several religious congregations but the response was
quite a negative one. It was the congregation of the Samaritan Sisters,
who, true to their name, responded to the need of these distressed.
SRS. MAGDALEN, CLAUDIA, JOSEPHINE AND JOAN, joined by DR.
[ SR, ) LUKA of the Holy Family Congregation started services in a




humble two-ward- hospital.

Patients in growing numbers came flocking into Nirmala Leprosy Hospital (NLH), but there was
a mightier job that demanded attention. It was the fact that several others afflicted by the disease,
preferred to hide and remain unrecognised when, what was needed most was ihmediate medi-
cation. The sisters who went in search of these needy desperate ones in hiding, were sometimes
chased by dogs, and even the doors were closed against them, Fear of ostracism by society can
take a variety of forms. The language also proved a severe handicap to communication. However,
the highly motivated Samaritan Sisters found a way out of this problem. Supported by the CRS,
they began distributing milk powder, oil and clothes, and the timid victims of the disease were
sasily located for treatment. NLH began 1o accommodate the patients who were seriously ill.

1967 Caritas International and Oxfam supplied Jeeps which began to run 25 mobile clincs and
sarve 3300 patients. GLRA sanctioned grants for equipment as well as for staff quarters at NLH.

1968 Nirmala Hostel opened at Govindpur with 35 girls. Grant was provided by the Holy Childhood
Association through Fr. Koppleberg of West Germany.

MIRMALA, THE STAR OF DSWC

Dr. S. Mukherjes, an eye-specialist joined the Centre on a
voluntary part- time basis. 1970 saw Fr. Larry Hunt, S.
replace Fr. Mike Kavanagh, who left for the States. A grant
fram Oxfam made it possible to care for the patients with
suitable footwear. It also saw to 6 staff quariers, 1 heavy
duty machine and 4 sewing machines.

Fr. Paul Chittilapilly named the convent "Nirmala Ashram’ as
his sisters were engaged in the mighty work of providing
physical, emotional and spiritual purification to people who were in dire need. Nirmala, the Virgin
Maother of Jesus was to be their Palroness.

1980 To conduct leprosy work in a scientific manner, DSWC in collaboration with GLRA, started
a & month-long training programme at Govindpur, for Para Medical Workers (PMWs).

1083 Fr. L.J. Hunt left for the States and Fr. John Prabhu, S J. took up the Directorship of DEWC
with Fr. Vijay A. Bhat as Deputy Director, and the works of DSWC and Govindpur, flourished.

The hospital started conducting outreach programmes to the marginalized in the villages around
it. One such was Mother-and-Child-Health-Care through CRS ; also Immunization : Polio, DPT,
Tetanus-Toxide in collaboration with the Govt. of Bihar at the district level.

Leprosy patients who have none to care for them, nor any means of livelihood were provided with



complete welfare and medical care at NLH and all services were free.

1986 Fr. John Prabhu, S.J. returned to Jamshedpur due to ill health, and Fr. Vijay A. Bhat took
up the post of Director at DSWC.

CONCERNED, RESOURCEFUL NIRMALA

MNLH, a loving mather, true to her name, watches
over her weak and needy children. Leprosy
victims, 165, are rendered physical, medical,
spiritual, social, educational and financial sup-
port. They are rehabilitated to live normal lives.

As per the Govt. of India’'s Regimen, all pa-
tients are given Multi-Drug-Therapy (MDT), a
short - term therapy which ensures a complete
cure,

The multi-faceted activity at Nirmala embraces the education
of the children of leprosy patients, orphans and others from
economically backward families, as these may not have an
acceptance in society. The hostel-cum-school is run, and
today has 210 girls.

The aged ones too are cared for, the burnt-out cases of
leprosy. They are provided with shelter, clothes, food,
medicines, as also spiritual assistance. Thaey do not have
everything, as the world would term it, but they are so
contented with what they receive, that the visitors to the
hospital notice it, and are edified by it.

Family quarters are a necessity for the staff. Fr. Vijay Bhat saw
to it that these were provided and so the staff ( most of them
rehabilitated patients ) are able to lead normal lives and set up
families.

NIRMALA - WARM, HOSPITABLE
AND LOVING

MNLH has been drawing over the years, people from every walk
of life, as a warm and hospistudents find themselves enlightened




PHYSIOTHERAPY - ACTIVITIES
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NUMBER OF PATIENTS UNDER TREATMENT

FROM PROJECT AREA (PA.) .

Year Total ) | 1Patients Patients Discharged during the year as Balance at
F'E:"Lﬂlr':::l'n“g‘ D&?::ma Cured Died Others | Total | NG 0lIhe
of Year Year B
1985 14738 2332 2415 144 1258 3817 13253
1988 13253 2185 3003 117 1507 4627 10821
1987 10821 2098 2068 75 1585 a728 9188
1588 o189 1378 2427 58 1200 3685 6882
1989 6882 1308 3924 - 48 1282 5252 2938
1990 2938 1308 1242 17 360 1618 2627
1991 2627 1583 973 20 a7e 1372 2848
1992 2848 1533 1291 25 450 1766 2815
1993 2615 1493 123 18 674 1983 2125
NUMBER OF PATIENTS UNDER TREATMENT FROM
OUT-PROJECT AREA (O.PA.)
Year Patients at Palients Patlients Discharged During the Year Balance
Segimig | AKBIOUTS | “Greq | Dea | over | o |ialened
18985 7142 1394 378 28 290 696 7840
1986 7840 1394 859 - 1879 2838 6396
1987 6396 1456 567 - 571 1138 6714
1968 6714 1300 336 - 517 853 7161
1989 7161 432 893 1 321 1215 6378
1890 6378 445 56T 1 550 1118 5705
1991 5705 768 391 2 41 434 6038
1992 8039 850 307 1 237 545 G444
1883 444 647 708 - 2882 3690 3401




GERMAN LEPROSY RELIEF ASSOCIATION PARA MEDICAL
WORKERS TRAINING CENTRE AT NIRMALA HOSPITAL

i

Year Mo. of seats sanctioned Duration of Tralning «. Cortiflcate of Marit
by Government Awarded
1880 30 6 Months 15
1981 30 - do - 29
1882 30 -do - 18
1093 30 -do - 28
1984 30 -do - 12
1885 30 - do - 14
1986 30 - do - 20
1887 . a0 - do - 23
1988 30 4 Months 20
1989 30 - do - 17
1890 30 -do- 19
1901 30 -do - 26
1892 30 -do - 10
1993 30 -do - 16
NIRMALA GIALS' HOSTEL

Year He. of Girls In Vocational Training

1985 227 ]

1986 207 27

1987 167 15

1988 165 8

1989 188 3

18980 161 6

1991 181 5

1992 214 5

1893 193 B
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1969

1970
1974
1977

1979

1983

1984

DIARY - NIRMALA HOSPITAL

In July, & full-time leprosy programme was started with the Samaritan Sisters
and a Sister doctor, Sr. Luka of the Holy Family congregation from Trichur,
Kerala.

Nirmala Hostel for girls was started. A large part of land was acquired at
Gavindpur with the financial help of the Holy Childhood Association through
Fr. Koppleberg of West Germany.

Inauguration of Nirmala Leprosy Hospital. Dr. 5. Mukherjee, Eye Specialist,
joined us as a part — time as well as on a voluntary basis.

Blessing and Inauguration of the Convent and staff quarters at Nirmala.
GLRA provided facilities for a Lepromatous ward.

Eacilities for extra beds were provided by enclosing the hospital varandah.
Surgical Unit was established. GLRA deputes, Dr. Derek Lobo, tock charge.

The leprosy work in the training centre sponscred by GLARA was inaugurated.
With private donation a new 20-bed-ward was completed.

GLRA Surgical ward of 30-beds and facilities for the training centre were
inaugurated and blessed by Mr. R.N. Sharma, Chairman, Coal India Ltd and
Fr. McFarland, S.J., respectively. Miss Waltraud Craft and Mr. O. Poeschamann
of GLRA were present on the occasion.

Two doctors' quarters were completed.
The William Ferron Training Centre for Nirmala Girls' Hostel was completed with

the help from the Kenny family, Ohio, USA. A new Erma Calorimater was
provided for the laboratory.



Better use of Mirmala cultivable land was made by cultivating rice and veg
etables. Wasteland was developed by planting nearly 1800 commercial/fuel
saplings of 25 different varieties.

The old cow-shed was converted into a farm go-down.
The scrap go-down was converted into a carpeniry shed,

A new cow-shed was built,

A State conference of Voluntary Organisations was held at Nirmala —
MNovember 20,

Shri Q. P. Lala, State Minister for Mines and Geology, Govt. of Bihar was the
Chief Guest at the Nirmala Hostel sports in Fabruary.

A new generator room was built for the hospital, to facilitate regular power supply
to the laboratory, the Operation Theatre and the X-ray department. A long-feit
need of a Mortuary was met. A new oven and a coal pit were constructed.

Installation of whe-wells - ane for the hospital and the other for the hostal —
were seen 1o,

2200 timber, fuel, fodder wood saplings of different varieties were planted.

A multi-purpose hall for the hostel girls was built with the help of Mr, Bill O'Hara
and Mr. Tim Brennan, Friends of Leprosy Victims, Baltimore, USA.

Silver Jubiles of DSWC. Shri Jaganath Pahadia, Governor of Bihar, inaugurated
the function. Sri. P. R, Sinha, CMD, BCCL was the Guest of Honour,
Mr. O. Poeschmann was the Chief Guest,

B staff quarters consisting of one bed-room with kitchen, toilet and front
verandah were constructed,

One well, 50'15' diameter was dug.

In & staff quarters, front verandahs were covered and loilets were provided.
Safety tanks were provided for the above toilats,

Overhead water tank 4' X 4' 6" was constructed for the staff quarters.

A pump house was constructed and one 7.5 HP pump-set was installed.



1990

gt

1882

An OPD Block with all facilities was built with the help of Mrs. Maria Thys, S0S/
PG, Belgium, It was inaugurated on December 8 by Shri A. P. Pandey, Director
(Personnel), BCCL.

Construction of 2 Leprosy Homes for the Disabled (VIPs). One was inaugurated
by Shri Ravindranath, ADRM, E. Railway, Dhanbad, and the other by Mrs. Gerda
Geens, a well-wisher of DSWC. These were blessed by Rt. Rev. Dr. J. R.
Rodericks, 5.J., Bishop of Jamshedpur, en December 7.

14 rickshaws were distributed to leprosy patients and their dependents.
Mrs.Pandey, Secretary, Eastern Railway Women's Organisation, (ERWO),
Dhanbad, presided.

A first lens-implantation (intra-ocular) was done on a patient named Shiva
Nayak, aged 60, (from Assisi Bhavan, Ramgarh) who was blind for more than

25 years.

Ophthalmic microscope was provided.
Muscle stimulator provided to the Physiotherapy department.

Dismantled an old leaking T. B. ward roof, and wall up to lintel level and
constructed a new one for T.B. Patients with the help of Mrs. Maria Thys,
Belgium.

Construction of a corridor (50' leng ) from main hospital to the Surgical Ward,
with the help of Mrs. Juliana Nagler, Clo Fr. Ubelmesser, S. J., Germany,

Six ceiling fans were provided in the ward, with the help of Mrs. Juliana MNagler,
Clo Fr.Ubelmesser, S.J., Germany.

Six hospital beds and 60 bed-side lockers were added, by the help of Comite
d'Aide a la Luttee contre la Lepre (C.ALLL.), Cfo Fr. Joel Massip, France.

2 exhaust fane were provided in the Operation Theatre.
A 4° dia PVC suction pump and foot valve for river side pump, were fixed.
A barbed wire fencing was fixed in the Eastern side wall of the hospital.

A 1300° X 4' X 3 trench was dug around the field attached to the girls' hostel
and a barbed wire fencing (9 rows) was fixed into cement poles.



300 barbed wire fencing (9 rows) was fixed into cement poles in front of the
hospital.

THREE JUBILEE MEMORIALS OF Nirmala Leprosy Hospital were inaugurated
by Shri. Vyasji, 1AS, Deputy Commissioner, Dhanbad, on May 8. The Honourable
Union Minister of State for Labour, Shri. P A. Sangma, was the Chief Guest at
the occasion. Rt. Rev. Dr. J.R. Aodericks, S.J., Bishop of Jamshedpur, blessed
the Memorials.

1. A Fernale and Children's ward was built with the help of the Parishioners
of Moorenbrunn through Fr. Joe Ubelmesser, S.J., of Nurenburg,Germany.

2. Two Staff Sick Rooms built with the help of GLRA.

3 An Audio-Visual Hall for training in leprosy, built with the help of Mr, &
Mrs. Mario E. Marialuisa Siccardi, Genova, Italy, through Fr. Giuseppe
Bellucci Milano, ltaly.

6 cycle-rickshaws were given to patients and their dependents for self-help.

Construction of a house for the night-guards in the field adjoining NLH was seen
ta.

Canstruction of Nirmala Girls' Hostel (6025 sit plinth area) at DBH, Gomoh, with
aid from MISEREOR, Germany.

Construction of metalled tar-road at Nirmala, Censtruction of cemented road at
Mirmala, Canstruction of cement road on BFS base at Nirmala. (Adjoining road
of surgical & Male Reaction Ward) 151 Rft X &'.

Construction of RCC Ramp and fixing of of ralling on both sides (Passage from -
hospital corridor to OFD).

Construction of a toilet attached to guest room at Nirmala.

Construction of RCC court-yard in front of OPD.

Construction of a flag-hoisting-platform at Nirmala Girls' Hostel sperts ground.
Construction of tube-well-platform at Nirmala - 6 Nos.

Construction of tube-well-platform at Nirmala Girls' Hostel - one.

Construction of tube-well-platiorm at staff quarters courtyard at Nirmala - one.



O  Construction of septic tank 20' x 8' ¢ 10' deep at Nirmala Girls' Hostel.

: O  Construction of male-reaction-ward completed upto roof level.
M| e

I 22 MNylon tape knitted and M.S. tube frame beds provided to Nirmata.

[ ] a0 Aluminium bed-side lockers provided to Nirmala.

[ ] 2 wooden English-type-beds provided to Nirmala Girls’ Hostel,

® 20, 407" ceiling fans provided to Nirmala Girls' Hostel.

L 20, 48" ceiling fans provided to Female and Children’s ward at Mirmala.

® 8 sets of desks and benches provided to Nirmala Girls' Hostel.

'-:i 2 7' x 2.5 tables provided to Nirmala Girls' Hostal.

L 3 stocls provided to Nirmala Girls' Hostel,
i ® A Black & White TV set provided to Nirmala Girls' Hosttel.

® Purchase of a Maruti Ambulance Van,
e 6 tube-wells installed at Nirmala,

K] A small generator provided to Nirmala Girls' Hostel.




Healed To Praise
v

I stumbled forth, in a blur of despair
A spot had been located on mny arm
There TWas 1o Sensatiorn, wwhat then the harm ¢

Nou are a Victim. Hansen’s disease, you bear.

Shame, fear, anger, Tage burned in me

Strange to say, physical pain the least,

I would wvery much prefer to be a beast,
For then the jungle iy accepted fiome would be.

My home - 1 was compelled to move from there
Market, shops, transport were to me deni
Neither market nor temple, no water - tap for you ! they cried
Néur load of misery, shunned, alone, you bear

Wtﬂed'mfa:h{irnmﬁszﬂﬁiatiesﬁrty?%ﬁ&ﬁﬂarf
MDT, Dressing, Food, above all concern and care
To live, to laugh, to love, with others to dare

The hope that wells up, nothing can mar.

Ten were those who approachied the Lord.
Their skin was healed, they raised a shout,
Only one in gratitude, the fealer searched out
Grant me thy praise, O Lord, to spread abroad.

Sr. M. Aquinas, A. C.



GLRA LEPROSY WORKERS’' TRAINING COURSE

IIR

PARAMEDICAL WORKERS® COURSE

DSWC in collaboration with GLRA started a six month long Paramedical Workers' course
in 1980 for the training of candidates both from the State Government and from the Mon-
Governmental Organisations. The six-month-duration was reduced to four months in 1988.
A total number of 284 candidates have saccessfully passed this course,

WL ¥

A From 1985 onwards, DSWC started Oriemation Courses in Leprosy for the Jesuit
Novices and members of various religious congregations, both men and women, A
total number of 190 religious have been offered this course.

B. From 1989 onwards, DSWC started Crash Orientation programmes in Leprosy for
various groups to create awareness among the opinion-moulders of society such as,
Bihar Govt. doctors, BCCL doctors and Para-Medical staff, Railway doclors, doctors
of various Industrial Establishments, both private and public, Govt. nurses, members
of Bihar Voluntary Healih Association and to Schoal teachers of Govt. schoois. A tolal
of 241 underwent this training.

[N - SERVIGE TRAINING PROGRAMMES

We live in a dynamic society and change is inevitable, in order to survive the onslaught
of this highly competitive world, The Centre has, therefore, put emphasis on improvement
in quality of its Human Resources, by conducling from 1988 cnwards In-Service Training
Programmes, for different categories of staff, such as Dressers, Ward-Assistants, Drivers,
Teaching Staff and Officers, and by introducing the Individual-Annual-Performance-Review.

FR. VIJAY A. BHAT



EVENTS TO REMEMBER IN THE HISTORY OF

NIRMALA

A Full-time Leprosy Programme Starts

Inauguration of Nirmala Leprosy hospital - April 7

Inauguration of the Surgical Ward - July 18

Ofientation courses in leprosy start for opinion moulders in society.

Nirmala Girls start staging folk dances on requests from 5. E. Rly. ADRA, E.Rly,
Dhanbad, District Administration, State Tourism Dept. - Jan 26

Shri. O.P.Lala, Minister of State for Mines and Geclegy, Govt. Of Bihar, Chief Guest
at Mirmala Hostel Sports - Feb.

Bihar State Conference of Voluntary Organisations deing Leprosy Work. Nov. - 20
A Multi-purpose Hall is built for the Nirmala Girls

Human Resources Development Programmes start

Inauguration of the Silver Jubilee of DSWC - Nov.11

An OPD block is inaugurated - Dec. 8

Mirmala Girls grab the rolling shield in a tableau on Communal
Harmony - Republic Day.

The first successful lens-implantation on a patient blind for 25 years,
by Or. S. Mukherjee

Blessing and Inauguration of Leprosy Homes for the disabled - our
VIPS - Dec. 7

Jubiles Memorials are blessed and inaugurated - May 8
1. An additional female and children’s ward
2. Two sick-rooms for the staff

3. An Audio-Visual Hall for Training in Leprosy



An Historical Event in the History of Nirmala

A Walk by Hostels, Schools and People
from all walks of life to educate the people about Leprosy
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HOSPITAL SERVICES

The day begins with prayver, af Nirmala,

Physiotherapy Therapeutic Exercises
being piven fo the patients.

Laboratory Services.

Sr. Jouira and the Seaff at the dressings.




Dr. P.N. Gulgutia al
Recomstruchive Surgery.

Dr. §. Mukherjee, Eye Specinlist,
assisted Iny D, Ghutak and Hhe staff,
The opthalmic microscope s befing
wsed for the first Hime,

O, 5. K. Karan, General Surgeon,
il Sérrln,"rrl.l.

Life rn tre Wined,




Clinieal Check-up of patienis,
by Dr. A 5. Ghuman, Dr, H. §. Nandy,
assisted by the Staff.

Pattents are provided wilh protective
footwear, to prevent ulcers.

Mr K C Indwar conducts Health Education for
the patients at the OPD,

Multi-drugs being distributed, free of cost,
fo the patients.




The Staff seeing to the medical records.
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People carrying a double burden :
Leprosy and Tuberculoss.

*Nirmala and medication did this for me ....... in 4 days.”




“Nirmala is Baby-Friendly"

Remarkable improvement : May 1992 to May 1993,




